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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, MARR, NATO, GR, IT, CY 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN PROPOSALS RE FILLING SOUTHERN FLANK SECURITY GAPS 

1. DURING DCM'S CONVERSATION WITH MFA NATO OFFICE CHIEF DA RIN 
WHICH FOCUSED ON NATO RESPONSES TO GREEK WITHDRAWAL FROM NATO 
(SEE SEPTEL), DISCUSSION TURNED TO WHAT ITALY COULD DO TO HELP FILL 
SOUTHER FLANK SECURITY GAPS. 
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2. IN MEETINGS PREPARATORY TO PRESIDENT LEONE S VISIT SEPT 
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25-28 TO US, MFA OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING RANGE OF 
OPTIONS OPEN TO ITALY IN LIGHT OF NEW SITUATION IN MEDITERRANEAN. 

3. PRESENT MFA BELIEF IS THAT ITALY SHOULD OFFER TO HELP FILL 

GAPS IN FIELDS SUCH AS RADAR. SURVEILLANCE FLIGHTS, COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. WHERE ADDED US ACTIVITIES COULD BE SIMPLE ADD-ONS TO 
EXISTING OPERATIONS AND, THUS, LARGELY HIDDEN FROM PUBLIC VIEW. 

4. DA RIN CONTINUED BY EXPRESSING OPINION THAT GLARING CHANGES 
SUCH AS HOMEPORTING ARRANGEMENTS WOULD NOT BE IN EITHER US OR 
ITALIAN INTEREST AND HE PRESUMED NO REQUEST OF THAT NATURE 
WOULD BE FORTHCOMING. HE THEN CHARACTERIZED LA M ADD AT, ENA 
EXPERIENCE AS BEING A NUISANCE AND STRAIN ON RELATIONS AND 
HYPOTHESIZED ABOUT HOW PROBLEMS WOULD BE MAGNIFIED IF WE TRIED 
FOR MORE AND LARGER SCALE HOMEPORTING ARRANGEMENTS. 

5. WHEN QUERIED ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF FULL SCALE PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBATE IN FALL ON ITALY'S ROLE IN NATO, DA RIN INDICATED THAT 
WHILE THERE MIGHT BE CONTINUING FACTIONAL POLEMICS REGARDING 
ADDITIONAL NATO AND US BASES IN ITALY, HE COULD NOT FORESEE 

A DEBATE ON FUNDAMENTALS OF ITALIAN FOREIGN POLICY, AS FUNDAMENTALS 
PER SE LACK DRAMA NECESSARY TO KEEP PARLIAMENT OR PUBLIC 
INTERESTED IN SUCH A DEBATE MORE THAN A DAY OR TWO.VOLPE 
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